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Welcome to the IB MYP Newsletter!

Greetings to all our IB MYP parents, guardians, and students! This newsletter aims to improve the understanding of
the IB Middle Years Programme and support the continued implementation of the IB programmes between
Norterra Canyon and Barry Goldwater High School. This newsletter will include information, articles, and tips on
how to best help your child be successful at school and to develop a dedication to a lifetime of learning, both
independently and in collaboration with others. We strive to prepare a community of learners to engage with
complex global challenges through a dynamic educational experience framed by inquiry, action, and reflection.
Thank you for being a part of our team!

Cheers,
Jen Hermanson M.S.Ed.
Assistant Principal, Norterra Canyon School, DVUSD

Learner Profiles for August

Classroom Updates
Teachers are sending out weekly newsletters highlighting what your child will be doing in class and what they need
to remember. Please ensure you are receiving these emails. If not, please reach out to your child’s teacher to let
them know.

Upcoming News
Community Project: As a requirement for all IB MYP schools, all 8th grade students will participate in the IB MYP
Community Project. The community project provides an important opportunity for students to collaborate and
pursue service learning. MYP projects are student-centred and age-appropriate, and they enable students to
engage in practical explorations through a cycle of inquiry, action and reflection. This project is required for
promotion. Students and parents will receive more information and guidance in September.



The aims of the MYP projects are to encourage and enable students to:

● participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context
● generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth investigation
● demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of

time
● communicate e�ectively in a variety of situations
● demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning
● appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments.

Grading Update
● Research provides strong evidence that, when used appropriately, homework is essential for increasing

and reinforcing student learning and achievement for course standards. Homework may be di�erentiated
to meet the needs of our varied learners. The intent of homework is to practice, extend learning, and
provide opportunities for students to develop critical, independent study skills and self-discipline for their
life-long educational journeys.

● Grades are a reporting tool utilized to reflect what a student knows and is able to do in a content area. We
measure achievement, not e�ort or behavior, in our grading system.

● The primary purpose of assessment and grading is to provide detailed feedback to inform and support
student learning.

● Learning is a process that takes place over time and at di�erent speeds for di�erent students thus our
standards based grading reflects growth towards mastery of standards.

● PowerSchool is an essential resource for parents and students. It is not only a tool for communication
regarding grades, it is a resource for our students and parents to check progress, missing work, and what
is being taught/learned regularly. Please ensure that you and your child have access (separate accounts)
and even sign up for the app and push notifications or weekly email updates as an option in PowerSchool.

In 6th through 8th grades students may earn the academic recognition of Principal's List or Honor Roll:
Principal’s List
All 4’s (including special area and other elective courses)\
No Incompletes
No Us or Ns for Citizenship grades

Honor Roll
All 3’s and 4’s (including special area and other elective courses)
No Incompletes
No Us or Ns for Citizenship grades

**At the end of each quarter, the 8 point IB MYP grade will be converted to the DVUSD
4  point scale.
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https://ps.dvusd.org/public/


Students Role in Learning
Learning is a journey that is often not linear. Some students learn content and skills quickly while others may
require more time or feedback in order to learn. The primary objective of grades is to report where a student is in
the learning process, regardless of how much time or e�ort the student needs to get there.

As students grow and become self-directed in learning about themselves as a learner, they have to analyze their
own study habits.  They will need to figure out what actually works for them to  retain the new knowledge they are
gaining and use those strategies to support their learning. Citizenship grades on the report cards and the PRIDE
Card in grades 6-8 reflect student e�ort and behavior and are completely separate from their academic grades.
Please ask to see your child’s PRIDE Card each night as this gives valuable information about things they are
doing well and what they need to work on while at school.

Student Agenda
Please remember to check your child’s student agenda. All necessary information is listed in the front such as: IB
information, dress code, expectations, course names, and rubrics. This is a wonderful resource for your child to use
to help them develop self-management skills and plan their work for the week.

News on research conducted on the e�cacy of the IB MYP

“A study within a large, socio-economically diverse school district in the United States explored student
engagement and performance in five MYP schools in comparison to five non-MYP schools. Using state assessments
as a benchmark, the results indicated that a higher percentage of MYP students achieved proficient or advanced
performance on mathematics and science assessments than did the matched comparison group (Wade 2011).”

“Researchers from the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) conducted a curricular comparison of
the MYP, the GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) and IGCSE (International General Certificate of
Secondary Education) in the United Kingdom. Findings suggested that the content of the curricula was largely
similar, although the MYP o�ered greater curricular flexibility and was more interdisciplinary in nature.
Additionally, the study found that, in comparison with non-MYP students, MYP students generally rated higher in
certain nonacademic attributes such as international and civic mindedness as well as global awareness (Sizmur and
Cunningham 2013).” (ibo.org)

Tips to help your child succeed and get the most out of the IB MYP

• Limit television and video games on school nights.
• Check that your child is assuming his/her home learning responsibilities daily. Use Power Schools

to monitor grades.
• Talk with your child about school. Ask specific questions about their classes.
• Make sure your child has a quiet area to complete home learning assignments.
• Set aside a specific time for home learning every day – with no interruptions.
• Make sure your child reads for at least a half-hour (30 min.)
• Use the student planner and email to communicate with teachers.
• Praise your child in all successes
• Encourage your child to participate in after school activities, sports, and clubs.
• Read, watch, or listen to national and international news and discuss their impact.
• Ask your child open-ended questions to allow them to define and express their opinions.
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